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Mr' M'J' Akbar, Honorable Minister of state for External Affairs, visited NewYork from August :5-::6, zot6.

2' During the visit, Honorable Minister participated in the celebrations of lndia,s
Toth year of independence as the chief Guest and hoisted the flag and interacted withthe lndian American community at the consulate. Around 25o people representingdifferent sections of the society including elected representatives, lndian - Americancommunity, Persons of lndian origin (Plos), Non-Resident lndians (NRls), professionals& media personnet participated in the event. ln his address, Hon,ble Minister spoke ofthe importance of lndian lndependence as a landmark event for the whole world as itbrought an end to the colonial era. He noted the contribution of the lndian - Americancommunity in furthering lndia-US relations and congratulated them on their many

ff:."J""ilents' 
He also met the elected representatives who had come to parricipate in

3' The Minister also participated in the lndependence Duy celebrations &commemorative Birth centenary of Dr. M. s. subhalakshmi and the 5oth ."r'".r*r, *her recital at the United Nations General Assembly. Besides, he also rang the closingbell at the historic NASDAo bell ceremony & delivered a short message of goodwi, tothe public via sateltite.

4' The Honorable Minister addressed a gathering of experts from various thinktanks at' the Asia society Policy lnstitute on "lndia - usA Relations: partnership forFuture"' He spoke of the dynamics of lndia-US relationship in the zrrt century.

5' Hon'ble Minister also met with former secreta ry of state Mr. Henry Kissingerand exchanged views.


